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Agenda 

Welcome and Opening Remarks 
• The Honourable Judge Todd Rambow 
• Denby McLean 

 
National Weapons Enforcement Support Team 

• Corporal James Helyer 
 
Audience Question Period 
 
Break 
 
Firearms Offences 

• The Honourable Judge Todd Rambow 
• Vanessa Gama 
• Adam Hodge 

 
Audience Question Period 
 
Closing Comments 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As part of its mandate to provide continuing professional development to members, these materials have been prepared for use in 
conjunction with a webinar presented by The Law Society of Manitoba in Manitoba on June 3, 2022. These materials are not to be used 
or reproduced without written permission from Continuing Professional Development, The Law Society of Manitoba, 200 - 260 St. Mary 
Avenue, Winnipeg, Manitoba, R3C 0M6. The views expressed herein are the personal views and opinions of the individual authors and do 
not represent the position of The Law Society of Manitoba or other seminar participants. The information presented may be incorporated 
into the working knowledge of the reader but its use is predicated upon the professional judgment of the user that the content is correct 
and is appropriate in the circumstances of a particular use. No warranty is made with regard to these materials. 

 

  



 

 

Presenter Profiles 
 

The Honourable Judge Todd A. Rambow 
Provincial Court of Manitoba 
 
I attended Robson Hall, University of Manitoba, graduating in 1993.  I then clerked for two 
years at the Federal Court of Canada -Trial Division, in Ottawa, for Justice Muldoon. 
 
For approximately 11 years, I was in private practice in BC and MB, with major emphasis on 
criminal law, family law and civil litigation.  I was also a one term Bencher for the Dauphin 
electoral district at the Law Society of Manitoba. I served on numerous Law Society of 
Manitoba committees and volunteered at numerous community organizations and agencies, 
as well as the MBA/CBA.  I also taught Taekwondo in Swan River for a number of years.   
 
In the following 10 years, I worked as a Crown Attorney with Manitoba Justice, Prosecutions, 
in The Pas and on various circuit locations including Flin Flon and Grand Rapids.  I was then 
appointed to the Provincial Court of Manitoba, Thompson Centre, where I presided with the 
support of my two sister Judges, Hembroff and Redhead for a bit over 5 years until 
transferring in January of this year to The Pas, where I am the only resident judge at present, 
awaiting the appointment of a colleague. 
 
I love the north, I love fishing and hunting and passing those traditions on to my family, and 
I have been handling firearms for the better part of my youth and adult life.  My wife is treaty 
via La Ronge First Nation and I feel privileged to have been accepted into her family and 
sharing their traditional activities on the land. I am happily married with 4 adult children.  
My wife and I have a boxer, a gecko and 3 cats. 
 

 

Vanessa Gama 
Justice Manitoba – Public Prosecution 

Vanessa Gama is a senior Crown attorney in the Criminal Organization Unit.  The types of 
prosecutions she mainly handles involve firearms, gang violence and homicides.  Vanessa is 
a chair of the firearms working group at the Crown’s office, which is involved in providing 
assistance and training to Crowns prosecuting firearms cases. Vanessa is involved in a 
national firearms committee comprised of Crowns from each province. This group meets 
regularly to discuss current firearms topics. Vanessa has been with the Crown’s office since 
2016. Prior to that, she was a defence lawyer at Gindin Wolson Simmonds Roitenberg. 
She received her call to the bar in 2010. 
 



 

 

 
 

Corporal James Helyer 
National Weapons Enforcement Support Team (NWEST)   
 
Corporal Helyer is a Firearm Enforcement Support Specialist with the National Weapons 
Enforcement Support Team in Manitoba. He has been with NWEST since 2011 and has 29+ 
years of service in the RCMP.  
 

 

Adam Hodge 
Simmonds and Associates 

Adam Hodge graduated from Robson Hall in 2015, after which he articled at Gindin Wolson 
Simmonds Roitenberg. He was called to the bar in May of 2016 and continued practising at 
GWSR until the firm dissolved. He joined Simmonds and Associates upon its inception in 
August 2021 and practises primarily in criminal defence. 
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